 Pz2ofaneneſs. | 


In a Deſcription and a Rebuke of it, 

' taken out of. the Right Reve- |} 
'rend Biſhop Hopkins Expofiti- / 

on of the T ow C ommandments. 
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The Spiritual Sacred things, are, 
Firſt, Godin his Nature and Eſſence. Whom 
we Profane when weentertain any Blaſphe- 
mous or Unworthy Thoughts of Him. 
Secondly, God in his Name. Which we 
Profane, when we raſhly in our trivial Dil- 
courſes, boult out that great and terrible, 
Name, at which all the Powers of Heaven 
and Hell] tremble. Ir doth ſadly fore-bode | 
the growing Profanenefs of the next Ape, 
that Children be Taught or Sfered to call 
upon God in their P/ay, before they be 
taught to call on him in their Prayers. | 
Thirdly, God in his Attributes. Which we 
Profane, when our Afﬀections or Actions 
are oppclite or unſuitable. e. g. Our Unboli- 
neſs rofaneth his Holineſs. Our Def} pondence | 
profaneth his Omniprtence. Our Hypocriſie 
profaneth his O-miſcience. Our Deſpair pro- 
faneth his Mercy. Our Preſumption profan- | 
eth his 7=ſtice. Our ſinful Policy profaneth 
his Wiſdom. Our Security notwithſtanding | 
his Threatnings, and our Slorhfulneſs not- 
withſtanding his Promiſes, do profane his 
Truth, Every Sin 1s a kind of Profaneneſs, a 
Contempt of the Excellencies of God. How much | 
more that which is ſinned for nothing, and 
defieth his Wrath and Juſtice without a 
Temptation? | 


What | 
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What ſhould tempt the Impions Buffoon 
to deride Religion > Traveſt the Holy Scrip= 
tures ? And turn whatſoever is Sacred and Ve- 
nerable into Burleſque and Drollery 2 And, 

Fourthly, The Time God hath ſet apart and 
Conſecrated for his Service, Unto the holy 
obſervance whereof God hath condeſcend- 
ed to uſe three cogent Arguments ; viz. 
1. His own Example in Reliias on it. 
2. The Liberal portion of Time that He hath 
allowed us for the Afﬀairs of this preſent Life. 
3. The Dedic«tion of this day unto his im- 
mediate Service. [ ia. p. 207. ] But we 
profane it, when we do not Reft from the 


- ) common works of our ordinary Callings. And 


do not diligently and conſcientioufly attend 
upon all God's Ordinances, appointed to be 
performed on this day. And that whether 
in Publick, Private, or Secret. 

The Day is not done, when the Church 


| diſſolves. The whole of it #s Holy to the 


Lord, Walks and Viſits are not to be t' 2 
Evening Work of the Sabbath ; bur ho. 
and ſpiritual Conferences. Thoſe who have 
Families to look after, be beſt employed, 
in ſeeing them ſpend che vacant time of the 
Sabbath in Holy Exerciſes. Sc. Reading 
the Scripture , giving an account what 
Truths chey have been taught, joyning wich 


them in Praiſes and Prayer unto God, In 
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all of theſe, in their Courſes and Order, till 
Night calls for Repoſe. 

Fifthly, The Ordinances of Feſms Chriſt. 
Which we profane, when we Negle&, or 
are Remiſs in our attendance upon them. 


Some particular Characters of a Profane 
Perſon here follow. 


Firſt, He is a Profane Perſon that thinks and 
ſpeaks but ſlightly of Religion. Re):gion, our 
chiefeſt Excellency, the Crown of our Be- 
ings. 

But have we not many, who deride Piety, 
and make a ſcoff of Religion & Who take uy 
their Religion by Chance, never examining 1t, 
"Thinking that any may ſuffice whatever it 


be. Secretly deſpiſing the holineſs and 


ſtritneſs of others ; thinking they make 
more 20 to get to Heaven than needs. But 
indeed, they are not roo preciſe; but theſe 
are :o99 Profane, who contemn Religion as 
uaneceſſary and ſuperfluous. | 
Secondly, He ui a Profane Perſon who neg- 
lefts the Publick Worſhip of God, when. he hath 
opportunity and ability to attend it. Gods (pe- 
cial Preſence is in two places, Heaven and, 
the Church. | 
Thirdly, Hei a Profane Perſon who neg- 
letts the performance of Religious Duties in. pri 
watt, 


td 
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vate, Every Houſe ought to be a Temple, 
Dedicated to God. And every Maiter 
ought to be a Prie#, to offer to God the 
daily Sacrifice of Prayers and Praiſes. Such 
Profane Families as thoſe which are without 
them, God ranks with Infidels and Heathens, 
and devotes them to the ſame common Deſtrn- 
fon, 

In the Morning, Prayer is the Key that 
opens to us the Treaſury of Gods Mercoies and 
Bleſſings. In the Evening, it 1s tbe Key that 
ſhuts u up ſafe under his Proteition and Safe- 
grard. 

Excuſes are vain, and cannot take off 
your Obligation. 

Are you 1gnorant ? Many are the helps 
that God hath provided you. Are you in- 
ecumbred with your Worldly Afﬀairs * The 
weightier they are, the more need you have 


| to ask Counſel and Dire&ion of God. Are 


you Baſhful and Modeſt ? Alas, Be alhamed 
to Sin, beaſhamed ro Talk Loofly, be a- 
ſhamed ro Negle&t thy Duty before thy 
Family z but be not aſhaired to Pray, and 
do thy Duty. Our Saviour hath told us, 


» Wheſoever therefore (hall be aſhamed of me, and 


of my words, in this adulterous and ſinful Gene- 
ration, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 


' aſhamed when he cometh in the Glory of bis Fa- 
j- ther, with the Holy Angels, , Mark, 8. 38. 


What 
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What will become of them who are @ (;,q 
ſhamed of their Duty. rruc 
Fourrhly, He is a Profane Perſon that per. ; + 
forms Holy Duties ſlightly and ſuperfictally, entit 
Our whole Hearts maſt go mnto our Hol) he 
Duties. And the ftrength and vigor of our ie & 
Spirics muſt diffuſe themſelves into every 
part of them, to animate and quicken , 
nem. UDOI 
Sacrifices of 0!d, were commanded tO be Py 
offered up with Fire. And no other Fire viliſ 
could ſanctifie them but that which thot it Reli 
ſelf down from Heaven. The which was & 
ever after to be kept burning for that ule. +. 
Our Chriſtian Sacrifices of Praiſe and Pray: , ,, 
er muſt be offered with Fire; and that Fire g.. . 
muſt be darted down from Heaven. The .. 4 
Celeſtial Flame of Zeal and Love, which ,,,. 
comes from Heaven, and hath a natural ;, 1 
Ten/e:icy ro carry up our Hearts and Souls ,,... 
thicher . . Pra 
But indeed commonly our Duties are et- 
ther offered up with frange,mhallowed Fire; 
ſome unruly Pailion of Hatred, Self-love, Tj;t1 
and Pride : Orelſe they are very Cold axd ,\ 
HZeartleſs, Our Prayers are dull and yawn ,,, | 
ing, and drop over our Lips without M';s0 
Spirit or Life in them. Neve 
Fifthly, He is a Profane Perſon that per- 1s Ie 
forms Holy Duties for Worldly Bnds and Ad-' 
vant ages 
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vantages, For what greater contempt of 
& God can there be than to m#ke his {ervice 
truckle under baſe Deſigns? A Hypocrite 
7 ;$the moſt profane Wretch that Lives. He 
4. entitles the Holy God unto the Wickedneſs 
9) he commits, and makes God the Patron of 
Ut 1js Sin. And the Wound that Religion re- 
T) ceives from Hypocrites, is far more dange- 
 rous than that which open Sinners inflict 
upon 1t. 
oe When he that ſpeaks Scriprtare, lives De- 
P* viliſm, this temp:s Men to think that all 
T Religion is but Mockery: 
"3 Sixthly, He is a Profane Perſon who, wakes 
le, what God hath Santtified, Common and Un- 
y- hallowed. And have ve not many ſuch pro- 
I f:ine Perſons! Many that abuſe the Holy 
he 1nd Reverend Name of God about frivo- 
cl /,,5 matters > Who wake.mention of him 
ral {1 their i4/e Chat, but are ute znd Dumb 
Uls \chen any thing (hou!d be ſpoke to his 
. Praiſe? 
et There are but two Ends that can warrant 
*5and juſtifie the uſe of any of God's Names, 
'© Titles, and Attributes And they are, 
a I, Gods Glory, and, 2. The Edification of 
ur ſelves and others, Gods terrible Name 
1';s fo full of Glory and Majeſty that it thould 
never be uttered, but where the Diſcourſe 
"15 Serious and Weighty. Thoſe who rend ir 
[d- with 
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with Oaths and Blaſphemies, ought to be puniſh 
ed by the Fudges. And, would to God, Law. ly 
were put in ſevere Execution, to cramp th jel 
Black Tongues of all ſuch Profane Wretches, | 
Others fill up their Familiar Tattles an: 
with the Name of GOD and LORD: tid 
making them to expreſs ſome ſwall Wonder Ni 
ment, and fill upa gap in their Diſcourſes 
Theſe, God will not hold Guiltleſs. He #-e 
holds himſelf conctemned , and will re pic 
venge the Diſhonour that they do him b 04 
it. y 
What ! Will you dare to bolt out the Vic 
great-Name of God without confidering jti WO 
Is it a Name to be ſported with? To be rof Ma 
to and fro upon every light and vai kc 
Tongue? Whenever we mention it, wi; kn 
ought :9 bow our Hearts in the deepeſt proſtra* (O | 
tion beforeit ; to which all the Powers ir 
Heaven and Earch bow down with mo{ beg 
humble Veneration. uſe 
Canſt thou in Duty eaſily compoſe th up0 
ſelf to Reverence the holy and dreadfu P: - 
Name. When thou haſt accuſtomed th Co 
ſelf ro Name him withont any Reſpett in th 
common Diſcounrles ? " pio1 
Let me beſeech you, O Chriſtians, as y0 him 
render his Glory, of which He is jealow Ma! 
whenſoever you ſpeak of God, or by futi 


mention his Name. Do it with an Hos Lage 


ls ( 9 ) 
an ly Awe and Dread of his Divine Ma- 
th jeſty. 


And you, who are Maſters of Families, 
les and have Children, beware that you (top in 
ID) them the growing Sin of profaning God's 
Fl Name ! 
fs To atteſt any thing by their Faith, or by 
He their Truth, isa wicked Oath. More Im- 

re pious in effect, than Louder ones. The 
b By-word 4arry, is no lefs than Swearing 
by the Virgin 42ary. It isa notable De- 
the vice of the Devil to bring foolith masked 
;;; words into common ule. 1. That they 
rof may. Swear who uſe them, though they 
72 KNOW it not. And, 2. That by uling un- 
w known Oaths, they may be brought in time 
2-,* tO take up known ones. 
«ir Vehement Aſſeverations, be alſo dingerous 
nol beginnings of Oaths, By the Cuſtomary 
uſe of them, we (hail inſeniibly be tripping 
efy upon an Oath. { This, and more, fee 
Jfy P. 163- and up and down on the third 
ef Commanamenc. ] To return, 
th —Many Profane Goas Sabvaths, invade im- 
' piouſly che Time that he hath ſet aparr for 
y himſelf, his own Worſhip and Service. 
ol Many make the Bible retr Jeſt-Bookz proſti- 
ty tuting thoſe Expreftions which God hath 
Hos ſanftined co convey to us the knowledge 
x of Himſelf, and of Ecernal Life, unto the 
| | B - Lavghtee 
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Laughter and Mirth of their looſe Comps  . ; 
NIONS. | Acc 
Thoſe very words which the Holy Ghof lef* 
inſpired for the Edificario» of the Church 
the Devil inſpires into theſe profane : 
Wretches for their ow Damnation, and the Wo 
Damnation of thoſe that have pleaſure in Dy 
{uch horrid Profanenels. 
Seventhly, He is a Profane Perſon, wh ( 
deſpiſeth Spiritual Priviledges and Enjoyment, car 
Upon this very account, the Scripture ſet 
a black and indelible Brand upon Eſax 
Leſt there be any Fornicator, or Profane Per. ybu 
fon, as Elau, who for one morſel of Meat ſoli rag, 
his Birthright, Heb. 12. 16. Theyare Pro 
fane, who vilify the Miniſtry in Them T1 
ſelves and in Others. Who diſhonour holy 
God's Embaſſadors., And who deſpiſe hi by 
Children, whom God ſo highly honours a bar/ 
to adopt them into his Family. He wh ry | 
aeſpiſeth him that is Begotten, deſpiſeth hin 
likeniſe that Begetteth. Contempt of Chil. 1 
aren and Servants, argues iecret contempt Prix 
of the Maſter and Father. with 


Now lay theſe things to your own Hearts TI 
and bring them home ro your own Con 48; 
ſciences, and ſee whether you are in nontthe. 
of thefe particulars guilty of Profane-fron 
nels ! Pro 
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p+  . Do none of you think /i3ghtly of Religion, 

dccounting it a Politick Delign, or a Need- 
hoj leſs Preciſeneſs ? | 
ch 
ant : Arenone of you Wegligent in the Publick 
the Worſhip of God ? Nor in Private and Family 
11 Duties ? 


wh Or, if you perform them, #is it not very 
ni careleſly and perfunttorily ? 
{et: 


et 
ſax Or, if you ſeem Zealous in them, is noe 
Per. your Zeal excited by ſome Temporal Advan- 
a tages and Worldly Deſigns ? 

ro 
em Do you not make that Common and Un- 
10uf boly, which God hath made Holy ? Either, 
hi by Abuſing his Name, Polluting his Sab- 
S & baths, or Vilifying his Word in your ordina- 
wh ry Raillery ? 

it 
bil Laſtly, Do none of you Deſpiſe Spiriraal 
mpt Priviledges, and the Perſons who are inveſted 

with them ? 


arts' If you do, how fair /oever your Lives and 
,ol- Ations may be 3 although yon may think 
ont the rude debauched Sinner 2t a vaſt diſtance 
ane-from your ſelves, and account him the only 

Profane Perſon 5 yet certainly this black 
Dg ſtile 
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ſtile belongs us properly to.you. And you ar 
profane Violaters of the Firſt Commang 
ment. Which requires you to take thi 
Lord for your God, and accordingly to Ho 
nour-and'Reverence Him; and yvhatſoeve 
appertains 'unto Him, | 
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